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SUBJECT: 63RD SESSION OF ECOSOC: FULL PLO MEMBERSHIP 
IN ECWA 

REF: STATE 148786 

1 . ON JUNE 29 WE CONVEYED TALKING POINTS AND 
MESSAGE TO FOREIGN OFFICE (HILLGER, DIRECTOR FOR 
UN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS). HILLGER'S 
IMMEDIATE REACTION WAS THAT THE FRG SHARED OUR CONCERN 
AND FULLY APPRECIATED THE IMPORTANCE OF BLOCKING FULL 
MEMBERSHIP FOR THE PLO IN ECWA. HE NOTED WITH PLEASURE 
THAT THE U.S. ARGUMENT FOCUSED ON LEGAL. RATHER THAN 
POLITICAL CONCERNS. THIS, HE SAID, WOULD FACILITATE 
WESTERN EFFORTS TO DOWNPLAY THE POLITICAL IMPORTANCE 
OF THE ISSUE AND REDUCE THE CHANCES OF CONFRONTATION 
DURING THE SESSION. SHOULD THE LEGAL APPROACH FAIL, 

THE WEST MAY WANT TO GIVE CONSIDERATION TO 
SOME FORM OF "ASSOCIATE'' MEMBERSHIP, MAKING ITS 
STAND ON DENIAL OF VOTING RIGHTS TO THE PLO. 

2. HILLGER AGREED THAT THE BEST PLACE FOR 
CONSULTATION ON TACTICS AND OBJECTIVES WAS IN 
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GENEVA. HE UNDERTOOK TO ISSUE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE 
FRG DELEGATION IN GENEVA TO CONSULT CLOSELY WITH 
THE U.S. AND OTHER LIKE MINDED REPRESENTATIVES. 
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